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Dear Friends, 
I am very honoured and pleased to invite you on behalf of the Board of Project Management Association to the 21st World IPMA Congress, which will take place on 18th - 20th of June, 2007 in Cracow.

Cracow thanks to the extraordinary accumulation of cultural wealth was registered as one of the 12 sites on the UNESCO World Heritage List. 
It is not only the capital of Polish cultural heritage but also has the ambition of playing such a role in the whole middle-eastern Europe .  This previous capital of is now the heart of social, scientific and commercial life which makes it one of the fastest developing cities, yearly visited by 4 million touristsfrom and abroad. It is famous for one of the oldest European universities, which was set up in 14th century but also for numerous monuments and its great people - it is the city of Copernicus Karol Wojtyła – Pope John Paul II - and some Nobel Prize winners. There are 19 colleges and universities with more than 150 thousand students. It is impossible to describe or even list all the tourist attractions in Cracow and I am deeply convinced that each Congress participant will discover his own 
"magical" Cracow .
I must say that IPMA's entrusting the organisation of this World Congress to SPMP is perceived by us as a great honour and privilege. I believe that IPMA's decision reflects the fact that – a country with 38 million population - is one of the biggest countries among the EU members and assumed a leading economic position among the new "accession" countries. The fact that our Polish Project 
Management Association (SPMP) is one of the most active and fastest growing Member Association of the IPMA family seems to be of great importance too. Taking into account all the before-mentioned arguments together with the awareness that Cracow is a meeting place of various experts, specialists 
and enthusiasts of Project Management proves that choosing Cracow as the place 
of the 21st IPMA World Congress was the best possible step to be taken. 
We are expecting to have about 1100 specialists and experts participating in the Congress, coming from more than 50 countries. We believe that their experience, competence and involvement in the PM movement will make a great impact on the PM field, providing innovative thoughts and interesting 
solutions. We believe that lectures and discussions connected with particular sessions, participation in practice sessions, sharing the experience and establishing new personal contacts will constitute avaluable capital for every Project Manager. The Congress will be a great opportunity to get to know up-to-date achievements of the greatest foreign specialists in the field of PM. It will also be a great chance to share views and discuss new ideas for application of  "project management" in different countries. 
The truth is that due to globalization, internationalization of the market and the spread of the European Union, companies, trades and even the economies are continuously changing. We have no choice, but to change too. The new countries of the EU Community have faced the necessity to speed up the pace of their development as they want to reach the level of the old "fifteen" in a few years’ time.  However, it will require great investment outlays and also implementation of projects sponsored by the EU. Their potential assignments i.e. both Business and Public Service will be forced to make use of their donations in the best possible way. These tasks, especially a great number of public projects, which can be and even should be implemented with the use of high quality "project management" have given birth to the Congress Theme:  "PROJECT MANAGEMENT – ESSENTIAL REALITY  FOR  BUSINESS AND GOVERNMENT".  
A new look at theoretical and practical aspects of PM will be presented in the sphere of ‘best practice’. It will concern e.g. new methods of finance management and the involved risks. Progressing harmonization in the Management world requires standardization of the profession connected 
with Project Management teaching and methods of project assessment. Therefore congress sessions in the field of certification and project assessment will be focused exactly on these issues. 
Moreover, for the first time at the Congress there will be a special part devoted 
to the CEOs of various companies, who will look at the most important topics of Project Management from the Top Management level. There will be special exhibitions which will enable participants to make themselves familiar with new products, programmes, complex solutions and user's experience.
Also, during the Congress the winners of IPMA Project Excellence Award annual contest will be honoured. As you probably know, this contest gathers best projects which are implemented by teams coming from well reputed companies all around the world. 
We believe that this IPMA World Congress Cracow’ 2007 will let Polish participants familiarize themselves with the achievements, experience and knowledge of great PM foreign professionals but also it will be an opportunity to get to know all the achievements of SPMP and to discover a rich culture of our country and its great people.   
Hoping that You will accept our invitation and looking forward to your participation at the World Congress,
Yours sincerely,

Stanisław Sroka

21 IPMA World Congress Chairman

Vice President International Project Management Association
President of the Polish Project Management Association (SPMP)

Chairman World Congress in Cracow 
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